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INTRODUCTION. 



The long established and increasing trade of the United 
States in the Indian Ocean, and particularly with Maskat, 
Zanzibar and the Persian Gulf, has lately attracted public 
attention both in India and England, from the fact that 
American cottons are silently making their way not only 
into all parts of Central Africa but also into India itself. 
The following treaty between the United States and the 
Sultan of Maskat was negotiated by Mr. Edward Roberts of 
Portsmouth, N. H., in the year 1833. Its origin is explained 
by Mr. Eoberts himself, in a work entitled " Embassy to the 
Eastern Courts," etc. New York : 1837, as follows. 

" Some years previous, being acquainted with the com- 
merce of Asia and Eastern Africa, the information produced 
on my mind a conviction that considerable benefit would 
result from effecting treaties with some of the native powers 
bordering on the Indian Ocean. Accordingly, to effect an 
object so important, I addressed a letter to the Hon. Levi 
"Woodbury, then a Senator in Congress, detailing the neg- 
lected state of our commerce with certain eastern princes, 
and showing that the difference between the duties paid on 
English and American commerce, in their dominions, con- 
stituted of itself a very important item of profit in favor of 
the former. 

" The ship Friendship, of Salem, Mass., having been plun- 
dered, and a great portion of her crew murdered, by the 
natives of Qualah Battu, and an important branch of our 
commerce to the pepper-ports on the western coast of Sum- 
matra being endangered, it was deemed necessary that the 
piratical outrage should be promptly noticed by a national 
demand for the surrender and punishment of the aggres- 
sors. 
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" About this period, the IT. S. ship-of-war Potomac was 
about proceeding to the west coast of America, but her des- 
tination was immediately changed for Summatra, accompa- 
nied by instructions to carry into effect the measures of 
Government against the inhabitants of Qualah Battu. 

"As our Government was anxious to guard against casu- 
alties, it was resolved to despatch also the sloop-of-war 
Peacock and schooner Boxer, and also to convey to the 
coasts of Cochin-China, Siam and Maskat, a mission charged 
to effect, if practicable, treaties with those respective powers, 
which would place American commerce on a surer basis, 
and on an equality with that of the most favored nations 
trading to those kingdoms." 

A special or confidential agent being necessary to carry 
into effect the new measures of Government, Mr. Eoberts 
was selected for that duty, and was appointed on the 26th 
of January, 1832. In the month of February following, he 
sailed in the sloop-of-war Peacock, David Geisinger com- 
mander, and arrived at Maskat in September, 1833, by way 
of Cape Horn and the Ghina Sea. On the 21st of that 
month, the treaty was there duly concluded and signed. It 
reached the United States in April, 1834, when Mr. Roberts 
arrived, bringing it with him, together with another that he 
had negotiated with Siam. Both of these treaties were rati- 
fied at Washington on the 30th of June of that year. 

"At the period of Mr. Eoberts's visit to the Courts of 
Siam and Maskat," says Mr. Ruschenberger in a work en- 
titled "A Voyage round the World," etc. Philad. : 1838, 
" American commerce was placed on a most precarious foot- 
ing, subject to every species of imposition which avarice 
might think proper to inflict, at the price of an uncertain 
protection. 

" Nor was it to pecuniary extortions alone that the uncon- 
trolled hand of power extended. The person of the Ameri- 
can citizen, in common with that of other foreigners, was 
subject to the penalties of a law which gave the creditor an 
absolute power over the life, equally with the property, of 
the debtor, at the Court of Siam. With that Court, as well 
as with that of Maskat, Mr. Roberts was enabled to effect the 
most friendly relation, and to place our commerce on a basis 
in which the excessive export and import duties, previously 
demanded, were reduced fifteen per cent." 
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The Peacock, being refitted, was sent out again in April, 
1835, with Mr. Eoberts, who was appointed to exchange 
the ratifications of the treaties he had negotiated, and to 
form others with various oriental powers. This ship, under 
command of C. K. Stribling, Esq., was accompanied by the 
U. S. schooner Enterprise, Lieut. Com. A. S. Campbell, 
both being under the command of Commodore Edmund P. 
Kennedy. 

The expedition arrived at Zanzibar on the 1st of Septem- 
ber, and finding that the Sultan had gone to Maskat, set sail 
in a few days for that place. On the morning of the 21st 
of September, the Peacock unfortunately got ashore at Ma- 
zeira, but by throwing above one-half of the guns overboard 
she was lightened sufficiently to get her afloat the next day, 
and on the 24th she could proceed on her voyage. But 
previously a cutter had been despatched for relief to Maskat, 
Mr. Eoberts going with it, bearing the treaty. On the arri- 
val of the cutter, the Sultan ordered one of his ships-of-war 
to be immediately equipped. She was furnished with sup- 
plies, and was despatched the next day for Mazeira, On the 
28th she met the Peacock on her way to Maskat, where she 
arrived on the 29th. An order had also been despatched 
to the governor of Zoar to proceed with four dows and 
three hundred men for the protection of the crew and prop- 
erty of the Peacock, until the Sultan's ship should arrive. 
An armed dow was ordered to be prepared with a further 
supply of provisions and water, and couriers with armed 
escorts were sent to the governor of Mazeira, and to the 
principal Bedawy chiefs, declaring that His Highness would 
hold them responsible with their heads for the loss of a 
single life, or for any property that should be stolen. A 
troop of three hundred and fifty Bedawy cavalry was or- 
dered to proceed to the coast, to protect any of the crew 
that might be forced to land, and to escort them to Maskat. 
The guns that were thrown overboard and abandoned were 
subsequently weighed by order of the Sultan, and sent to 
Bomba}', and there delivered to the Peacock. All this was 
done at the sole expense of the Sultan. 

The ratifications of the treaty were exchanged at Maskat 
on the 30th of September, 1835. 

Mr. Eoberts soon after left in the Peacock, to pursue other 
objects of his mission. In April, 1836, he exchanged ratifi- 
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cations with Siam, and arrived at Macao, where he died on 
the 12th of June of that year. 

On the return of the vessels to the United States, the 
treaties were proclaimed at Washington on the 24th of 
June,' 1837. 

The Maskat treaty having been originally drawn up in 
English by Mr. Eoberts, it was put into Arabic by the Sul- 
tan's Secretary, Sa'id ben Khalfan ben Sa'id, from the Eng- 
lish original. This accounts for some peculiarities of ex- 
pression and phraseology. 

The two texts differ somewhat, particularly as to jurisdic- 
tion in case of disputes between Americans and the subjects 
of the Sultan ; but as the treaty stipulates that each party 
shall be on the footing of the most favored nation, whatever 
concessions may have been made to Great Britain and to 
France, in the treaties subsequently negotiated between 
them and the Sultan, the same are consequently enjoyed by 
the United States. 

It must be mentioned here, also, that in the Arabic text 
the year of the Christian era, corresponding to 1249 of the 
Hijrah, in which the treaty was signed by the Sultan, is 
erroneously stated to have been 1835, instead of 1833. 

It has been thought to be a matter of some importance, 
to publish both the text and a careful translation of this 
document so intimately connected with the history of Ameri- 
can commerce in the East. The Arabic text was written 
out, with a few necessary corrections, from a copy traced 
over the original which is preserved in the archives at 
Washington. 

The negotiation of this treaty was followed by the Sul- 
tan's sending to New York his ship Sultany, commanded 
by Ahmed ben Na'man. She arrived on the 2d of May, 
1840, with various articles of merchandize for sale, bringing 
at the same time some Arab horses and other presents for 
the President of the United States. These presents were 
received by Congress ; but, as the horses could not be kept 
in the archives, they were sold at auction. The ship itself 
was repaired and refitted at the New York Navy Yard, by 
the United States, and returned some time afterwards, 
taking with her to the Sult&n the presents Sent by our 
Government. 
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This is the only Arab vessel that has ever crossed the 
Atlantic ; but to France and England a vessel has frequently 
been sent with the produce of the Sultan's clove-plantations 
in Zanzibar. 

The title of the Sultan, as given him by his own people, is 

*j.iv\c ^c i. e. "Seid Sa'id, son of Sultan, son of the Imfim. 
Ahmed of the Bu-Sa'ldy [tribe] — may God glorify him and 
grant him victory over his enemies." 

Among his sons, the eldest prince, Helal (^ §&& '■\y 
qLLiLw ^j i\sjl>"), died in Aden, in disfavor with his father. 
He was much liked and very popular. He had made a visit 
to England and the Continent, and had travelled through 
Egypt. He left three sons, Sa'ud (S&P > ^j*"), Mohammed 
($&S> tf iX*^u>), and Faisel ($&> &i &*=&), who are all in 
Zanzibar. 

The second son of His Highness, Seid Khalid (l\JL> <Xyw 
qLLiL« ^ lX^ju* ^j^ is governor in Zanzibar in the absence 
of his father. 

The third son, Seid Thuwfny (^ Oy.*- ^ ,/j_j3 «Xm* 
qLLiL») ) remains at Maskat, and rules there when his father 
is not present. 

The fourth son, Seid Mohammed (^ <-^*«*« rf <^^ s? <-*■«" 
^LbJu), resides at a place in 'Oman called Samail, of which 
he is governor. 

The fifth son, Seid Majid ( LkL« ^ i\**w ^ iX>U lU«), 
resides at Zanzibar. 

The sixth son, Seid 'Aly (o^-bL- ^j i\**« ^j ^ >-Vv), 
died at sea in 1852, on his passage from Maskat to Zanzibar. 
He was a great favorite with his father, and was much 
regretted. 

The seventh son is Seid Turky (-j* Oy**« qJ ^J* <->^" 

The eighth son is Seid Barghash (^ J*** tf lA^ '** m 
Q LbL-). 

The ninth son is Seid 'Abd-ul-Wahab (4**" rf v 1 ^' <-*-!* 
D LLU cj j). 

The tenth son is Seid Hamd&n (qJ Ovju* ^ a \sX*s>- <Jum- 
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The eleventh son is Seid Jamshir, or rather Gamshlr as 
there pronounced (o^taL* ^ Jy>«A« ^ j-****-*—* <-\y). 

The twelfth is Seid 'Abd-ul-'Aziz (^**- rf j^ Ou^ iX**. 
IH~ ^). 

All these last mentioned reside at Zanzibar. 

It is hardly necessary to say that the amiable disposition 
of the SuMn Seid Sa'id has made him universally beloved, 
not only among his own subjects, but also by all others who 
are brought in contact with him. 
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ARABIC TEXT. 



w £ w 

iN^UCw iXywJI ^J-*' V^-^ CJ>? v^otSj ,jJi Syj'lXU tfJJOJ imIaJ 

,j?ju ii^-yl*«i uwuo^i */« wul^jy JaJLwva ic*^*" i-J-M*" lXamJI ,.ui 



lXaJLw i\a.wJ) 



qIXj^'M q'i-^j P**^} qLLJLw »A-y*Jt ^i 



qLLL« iXy*Ji ^1 <■*■***" iA-y*JS »L>uJl«Jt v"-*^ i^W cr* o^ 
k^I;' [^ q* ^*c j.1 lU*« iX^mJ! vL*^*- *a*^ cr o^ - cr» J^ J^ 

OjO^' q_jJv. ^* gLajJ! cr* *{S" ^y^ Is^M '^ u&SlWj qLJo-o^I 
Ls>^tyi ^jO^j XcLsj j.1 JU Ji" ^c ^^jj^yjilt qi l ^y*S^\^ a*a£J! 

j-*£mm« yyjliU, yjijkif ^ £-L£Jij gtJI O-* 3 ^ ! ?>-* S ' t **" j^=F^ 
^\sui\ iAie ktojlxU j,^ a5\JL« q_jX> *SjA!!j *£*J5j r,t->8*< ,*c 
U iotj jgCOjlalt ,5 JUS u^»»Lo q-. VwftijJI Jw>as> \S\ tiUiXS' q_jX> 

bias J*c alLe ^ p t LLJUJi pi!,! q, Ooi D i5 jiU ^J Q yu 
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tjJLoj 561 qIXi.4^ o<»uCwt c^JjJjJ v_*5lyo liiJLiJI >_.<JlhU 
■ Jy qIs IvXjI X lK J b k>5vJo q* t^ JwJlc ^ ijoytl\^ \i\i\ v\jS6 

JJU 5_jJjX) J«J «£!3 -AC *aLxJ* ^1 ._j*S**Ji jj iXlLSI *aL»mJ *^*ic 



■^bC^^i viMjJ*\ dOUJjj v^It* cr* *i5" o^ o' u**^ t-^ilai! 
(jsa.5* (jis^i* iV-kij iX 3' ci«-y-»S vw***J^J J»»«J^' *^ i' «>f*-U> 
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ft* aJjAJJ, g^JI Jo- 1 * G LLJUJ( c UJb lX=>! £1 S^Laj a ! \^\ 

I^lCmj ! Jj^I I jlj ^o J ^*f. \y~J p$y>\ J^Jj vjj Q^aj^yi 

J K^jyo^ft v^aaam! ci^yj^. q'^? ct* *■*•*"■' ^ juLvJi uJLbii 
Cr» ^iAJ( J-*»j^l! £' ^ fco-La U^iyj «-»s-L»o £S -&ius?.j (jafe. 



,*£ ^j lXj.U i^*** i»t.'.^ r ^* o^y "^ vi^-kXw! oOLu^j q^OvL lX»-5 



JjU*^ .j/iXtl J^/jJli ,>g,».9iL QlXiyo^i ™o SteiLIlj XaJLal! 
v-yJl J,! jj>(j p-fr**-^ Vj*^ c^rf StftSbail vi^^? t a (^s ^b 

,»Ai* tX»-! oU t35j *$xgs» cr* jl^*^ j*j.^' £' £■?!?* u&S o J*& 
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\_aJS iw* tiLilf ^5^L*s» j^i Q-. (j*v>l«( ^vj-yi ^-obljj (j»*r>5 
OjL q+ i}-f^j) ^>j^s iXIaM s-? 1 ^' o* CJV*^^? i^-* -5 *!? 0*^*-5 
,_jJI xjilXlLi cvJ^Ijj iow0a*5 i\s OA_yiw( c>>-A£J>3 iM^iT*^' j'G*" 

\^>y* (_^C l _c^**«^*j| Jum t ^l* C£r^-*5 ***«J>5 JCjlfUSj \_ ail .a+aXw 
£>2 XjLf L*3j oul K*jw - M-ylw -£w q* C£™>-^2 ^i'-' V^t^ (J"* 1 
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TRANSLATION. 



EXPOSITION OF THE TREATY 

MADE BETWEEN 

HIS HIGHNESS THE HEAVEN-PROTECTED, THE SEID 

SA'lD 

SON OF THE SEID SULTAN, 

DEFENDER OP MASKAT AND ITS DEPENDENCIES, 

AND THE 

UNITED STATES, 

I. E. THE TERRITORY OF AMERICA, 

FOR THE SAKE OF INTERCOURSE, AND AMITY, AND THE PROMOTION 

OF TRADE. 

Article 1. It is proper that perfect concord be estab- 
lished between His Highness, the elevated in dignity, the 
Seid Sa'Id son of the Seid Sultan, and all the territory of 
America. 

Article 2. The citizens of America have liberty to enter 
into any port of the ports of His Highness, the elevated in 
dignity, the Seid Sa'Id son of the Seid Sultan, Defender of 
Maskat, with any merchandize they may have with them ; 
and they have liberty to sell the said merchandize to any 
one whomsoever among the subjects of His Highness the 
Seid Sa'Id, or to others who may have a desire to buy such 
merchandise ; also, at their option, to barter or make ex- 
change for anything that they can get of the goods of those 
provinces, and goods which they meet with there — they 
themselves determining the value and price of the said mer- 
chandize, and there shall be no limitation, on the part of the 
SuMn or of his officers, to the value and price of the effects 
of the merchants, citizens of the territory of the United 
States of America. And, in like manner, whenever they 
[American citizens] desire to buy any goods, there shall be 
no limitation of the value and price, on the part of the said 
persons, to be put upon any property or merchandize that 
the said merchants may wish to buy ; in order that selling 
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and buying on both sides and on both parts may go on with- 
out interruption. And the selling and buying shall be in 
due course ; and in the case of barter by agreement, the 
mode of proceeding shall be similar. Whenever the owner 
of property has come to terms, while there has been no 
agreement on the part of the Americans, residents of the 
United States, and they desire to depart, no one shall hinder 
them. And if any one among the people of the Sultan, or 
his officers, shall do any thing contravening this treaty, he 
shall be punished with condign punishment. And when- 
ever any powder, bullets and muskets come for sale and 
purchase and barter from the American territory, the SultSn 
alone shall buy them, to the exclusion of others, his subjects. 

Article 3. Vessels of the United States of America, 
when they arrive at and enter the country which is under 
the rule of the Sultan, or any country whatever under his 
rule, shall not be subject to any charge except the import duty 
of five per cent, upon the property, merchandize and lading 
landed ; and there shall not be any charge upon them other 
than what we have mentioned, ever; and upon the things 
received in exchange nothing at all shall be charged ; but 
if there remains any property unsold, and they [the Ameri- 
cans] wish to return it [on board], it shall be charged with 
the five per cent. ; and what transits [without landing] shall 
not be liable to any tax or other charge, as pertaining to 
American vessels. And whenever they wish to enter any 
port of the ports of His Highness the Sultan, to fill up with 
water, to purchase food, to repair their vessels, or to stop 
in to inquire the current-rates of the market [they are per- 
mitted so to do]. 

Article 4. American merchants, residents of the United 
States, shall not be subject to any extra charge, in the way 
of custom-house duties or other impost. On the contrary, it 
shall be with them as with the nation nearest in friendship. 

Article 5. If any vessel of the United States of Amer- 
ica is providentially lost, or wrecked, in any of the provinces 
of the Sultan, or in any country under the rule of the Sul- 
tan, every one escaping from said vessel that is wrecked, 
shall be met and treated with the utmost hospitality, jrnd 
whatever expense he incurs shall be made good by the Sul- 
tan, until a passage can be procured for him to pass over to 
his place and residence ; and, likewise, all property saved 
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from the wrecked vessel shall be preserved with all care, 
and be delivered into the hand of its owner, or into the hand 
of the Consul of the United States, or of any Agent author- 
ized to receive the property ; and if there be any charge 
upon the property preserved, it shall be borne by the people 
of the United States. 

Article 6. The people of the United States, citizens of 
America, whenever they wish to resort to any of the pro- 
vinces of the SuMn for the purpose of selling and buying, 
have permission so to do ; and in landing their property 
they shall not be opposed ; and whenever they wish to re- 
side therein, there shall be no charge upon them for resi- 
dence, nor any impost, but they shall be on the footing of 
the nation nearest in friendship. 

Article 7. Whenever any individual from the territory 
of the United States of America, or any American vessel, 
or any property [belonging to Americans] is taken by pirates 
and brought into any of the provinces of the Sultan — if a 
man, he shall be delivered from their hands, and if property 
or any thing else, it shall be rescued and preserved for its 
owner, and be delivered either to its owner or to the Consul 
of the United States, or to an authorized Agent. 

Article 8. Whenever any vessel of the SuMn or of his 
subjects arrives at any of the provinces of the United States 
of America, they shall not be charged with any extra import- 
duty, nor other contribution except such as is charged upon 
the nations nearest in friendship. 

Article 9. The President of the United States may from 
time to time appoint a person as Agent in any of the provin- 
ces of the Sultan where there is selling and buying. If there 
arise differences and disputes between the Americans them- 
selves, the said Agent shall be present to look after them ; and 
if there arise differences between them and the Arabs, the 
jurisdiction shall revert to the Arabs. And all differences 
that may arise among themselves, respecting the matter of 
selling and buying, and other things, shall all be referred to 
the said Agent on their part. And whenever one of them 
dies, owing anything to a subject of the Sultan, what is due 
to me subject of the Sultan shall be taken out of his prop- 
erty. And the said Consuls and Agents shall not be ar- 
rested, or put under constraint ; and their property shall not 
be seized ; and their closed doors and houses shall not be 
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opened, nor shall any force be applied thereto. And if 
there is, on the part of the Agent, any delinquency in vio- 
lation of the law of the country, he shall be complained of 
to the American President, in order that he may be dis- 
placed from his situation. 

End of the said articles. 

(Signed) The above recited is Authenticated by the poor and 
humble Sa'id, with his own hand. 

Be it known, that on the 30th day of the month of Septem- 
ber of the Christian's year one thousand eight [hundred] and 
five and thirty, corresponding to the sixth day of the month 
of the Second Jemady in the year one thousand two hun- 
dred and one and fifty of the Hijrah, Edmund Eoberts being 
Agent on the part of the President of the Americans, to 
wit, the United States, I did take and make an exchange for 
the treaty upon which I placed the word " Authenticated," 
at Maskat, of the province of 'Oman, on the date of the 21st 
of the month of September, one thousand eight hundred and 
five and thirty of the Christian's year, corresponding to the 
sixth day of the month of the First Jemady in the year of 
the Hijrah one thousand two hundred and nine and forty. 
And I have hereunto put the true seal of my hand at Mas- 
kat on the sixth of the month of the Second Jemady in the 
year of the Hijrah one thousand two hundred and one and 
fifty, corresponding to the date of the 30th of the month of 
September in the Christian's year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and five and thirty. 

(Signed) The above recited is Authenticated by the poor and 
humble Sa'id, with his own hand. 



